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VIDEO: San Diego highlighted in Politico’s “What Works” documentary 

Brookings’ Bruce Katz, San Diego Regional EDC’s Mark Cafferty, and Genomics Pioneer Craig Venter talk 
about how San Diego embodies the metropolitan revolution 

 
SAN DIEGO – San Diego is featured in a short documentary on Politico’s “What Works” series.  The video 
features Bruce Katz of the Brookings Institution, Mark Cafferty of San Diego Regional EDC and San Diego-
based Genomics Pioneer J. Craig Venter talking about how San Diego can be a model of growth for 
global regions. 
 
“San Diego exemplifies the metropolitan revolution,” said Bruce Katz, vice president of the Brookings 
Institution. “They’re attracting life sciences and biotech, telecom, and clean technology, because they 
have a great base of innovative companies and talented workers and advanced research institutions.” 
 
As the world’s population pivots to cities, metropolitans have become synonymous with large-scale 
innovation, quality jobs and global economic opportunities. The top 100 U.S. metro areas occupy 12 
percent of the nation’s landmass, yet they generate 68 percent of jobs, 75 percent of of national GDP, 
and are home to 65 percent of the population. Part of San Diego’s success lies in its ability to work 
together to move the innovation ecosystem forward. 
 
“We have to collaborate to compete,” said Mark Cafferty, president and CEO of San Diego Regional 
EDC. “We have companies - that many would perceive as competitors - working together to secure 
San Diego’s cyber infrastructure. We have public/private collaborations working to increase the 
region’s global footprint. We have everyone from entrepreneurs to Fortune 500 companies talking to 
one another about elevating the region on a global scale.” 
 
San Diego’s participation in the series is part of a deliberate approach to better tell the region’s dynamic 
story and cement its global identity. San Diego’s strong military roots have given birth to a thriving 
innovation economy. Not only is San Diego home to the world’s smartest company and the premier 
telecommunications giant, but it is also at the forefront of diverse industries ranging from cybersecurity 
to genomics, sports and active lifestyle and cleantech. The region’s startup community is thriving and it 
is full of talented people solving some of the world’s toughest problems. 
 
The accolades often speak for themselves.  “The fact that San Diego is number one or two in 
biotechnology has created a huge industry here,” said Genomics Pioneer Craig Venter. “The 
universities provide a huge talent pool and so we found hiring new highly-trained people very easy.”  
 
Politico Magazine’s “What Works” series chronicles innovative ideas—and how they spread—from cities 
across the United States at a time of unprecedented urban reinvention. Produced by JPMorgan Chase & 
Co, this particular video content is part of a sponsored series that tells stories about metropolitans, 
people and partnerships creating meaningful change in the community. San Diego Regional EDC and its 
partners did not pay to take part in this series.  
 
Video content: http://www.politico.com/magazine/sponsor-content/2014/06/where-will-70-percent-of-
the-population-live-in-2050/#.U5fLKCjZj64  
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Blog post: http://www.sandiegobusiness.org/blog/economic-drivers/politco-video-san-diego-embodies-
metropolitan-revolution  
 
About San Diego Regional Economic Development Corporation 
San Diego Regional Economic Development Corporation’s (EDC’s) mission is to maximize the region’s 
economic prosperity and global competitiveness. As an independently funded non-profit fueled by more 
than 160 companies and organizations, EDC works to attract, retain and expand companies and the 
talent pool across the region’s three traded economies: military, tourism and innovation.  
sandiegobusiness.org  
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